SUMMER NEWSLETTER

IN THE FIELD
Throughout September a team of staff and volunteers carried out extensive surveys
to help determine the presence of a range of reptile species at the reserve.
The surveys were conducted over a period of three weeks and included 32 sites
across the reserve which were checked twice daily. Each site consisted of 2 pitfall
lines with funnel traps, 18 roofing tiles, 4 bark covers and 2 sheets of iron. These
materials provide ideal artificial habitat for reptiles which can be checked rather
than disturbing natural habitat.
Overall, 4608 tiles were flipped, 576 bark covers were checked, 900 pitfall buckets
were checked, 1280 funnel traps checked, and 256 sheets of iron flipped.
Despite some unfortunate wet weather, 11 different reptile species and 4 different
frog species were recorded. The most significant records were Grey’s Skin (Menetia
greyii) at Humphries Hill and Dwyer’s Snake (Parasuta dwyeri) at Gould’s Hill, both of
which have not previously been sited on the reserve.
These records will add valuable information to the Victorian
Biodiversity Atlas and have also increased the coverage of the state’s species
distribution maps.
We would like to thank all the amazing volunteers for their hard work. We could not
have done it without them!

MOKOAN HUB & CAFÉ
We have a delicious new Summer menu available featuring fresh, local
produce and some exciting new meals.
Please be mindful of State Government COVID-19 restrictions and that
only limited seating is available. We ask that you plan ahead when
visiting us and encourage you to make a booking.
Phone 0497 939 507
OPEN 9 am – 4 pm | 7 days

WATER TOWER STAMP
The Winton Wetlands Art Tank is a stunning visual acknowledgment of
local CFA volunteers which was created by Guido Van Helten during the
2016 Wall-to-Wall Street Art Festival.
The commission saw Van Helten incorporate portraits of three local
volunteers, Colin Hooke from Chesney Vale Brigade, Robert Green of
Taminick Brigade and Danielle Spokes of Winton Brigade, to create a
multi-dimensional tribute.
The Art Tank is now featured in Australia Post’s latest stamp issue Water Tower Art, released on 7 September 2020. The tank can be found
in the middle of the wetlands and is part of a separate art trail within
the area. Look out for other Winton Wetlands art projects on the site,
such as Martins Barge, the Fish Trees or take the journey deeper into
the site to see Hilda Bain and the Water Gallery.
The Water Tower Art stamp issue is available online, at participating
Post Offices and via mail order on (1800 331 794), while stocks last.

OUR TEAM
Dave maintains 8,750 hectares of land whilst the rest of us struggle to
keep our backyards weeded. He works like The Flash and is usually one
step ahead of the team.
His work ethic is backed up by a career built on onground efforts, field
work experience and studies in Environmental Science.
We think Dave secretly likes birdwatching as a hobby, but he doesn’t
let on much as it might clash with his penchant towards heavy metal
bands.

FIRE SEASON
The Fire Danger Period for the Benalla Rural City
Council and several other shires commenced on
November 30th, 2020.
This means you cannot light a fire in the open air
unless you have a permit or comply with certain
requirements.
Also, remember that on Total Fire Ban days no fires
are to be lit and that the Winton Wetlands reserve
will be closed to the public.
Stay up to date by visiting the CFA website
www.cfa.vic.gov.au
In case of emergency, always call 000.
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