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PLAYGROUND
INSTALLATION

Winton Wetlands was one of the many sites
of this year’s Benalla Wall-to-Wall festival.
We were very lucky to have renowned artist
Andrew J Bourke transform the interior wall
of the Mokoan Hub & Café into a nature
inspired masterpiece.

A digital app is under construction linking
the tracks and trails of the site through
online tours, available for both iOS and
Android mobile devices. This will allow for
a seamless experience for walking, cycling
and driving tours.

The beautiful vista from the Mokoan Hub
& Café is busier than normal with children,
parents and grandparents enjoying the new
playground that was installed during winter.

Andrew’s deep curiosity for the natural
world and passion for detail is reflected
in his deft work which features two
endangered native species, the Tree Goanna
and Growling Grass Frog.

The new mobile guide ultimately allows
visitors to interact on-location, depending
on their individual interests. The App
includes location technology, where ‘nearby
stops’ are directly notified to the device.

The artwork truly is a sight to see and
makes the perfect setting for an enjoyable
lunch at the Café.

The App will transform how the history,
restoration and exploration of the site
are delivered and provide a new level of
connectivity to the onsite signage. The
official launch date for the App is scheduled
for early September.

TURTLE TEAM
LEADS THE WAY

VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES

2019–2022
STRATEGIC PLAN

2019 ANNUAL SCIENCE
FORUM -15–16 AUGUST

The Friends of Winton Wetlands and visitors
worked determinedly to plant 600 new
wetland plants at the Mokoan Ponds at
the southern end of Winton Wetlands on
Saturday, May 18.

Winton Wetlands is a non-for-profit
organisation and our success in returning
the wetlands to its natural state is
underpinned by our team of dedicated staff
and volunteers.

Winton Wetlands is proud to share its
Strategic Plan 2019–22 with the community
and stakeholders and extend our thanks to
those that provided valuable feedback and
input into the development of the plan.

A range of aquatic species, grasses
and sedges were planted to improve
the environment at the ponds as
part of the Sticking our Necks out for
Turtle Conservation Project, supported
through DELWP’s Biodiversity On-Ground
Action Grants.

There are range of volunteering
opportunities including gardening and
landscaping, bush regeneration and
Landcare projects and front desk host roles.

This exciting three-year plan has now
been approved by the Committee of
Management, and the Department of
Environment, Land, Water & Planning, and
commits to the site’s long-term vision of
excellence in conservation, environmental
renewal and ecotourism experiences, whilst
inspiring people to actively protect the
environment.

This year’s Forum program is an excellent
opportunity to hear speakers from a
range of organisations, as they discuss
the relationship between the future of
wetlands and human health, which ties
in with our theme of ‘Connecting People
with Nature’.

The wetland plants will form vital habitat
not only for turtles, but for frogs, waterbirds
and other animals and advance the overall
health of the ponds.

It’s a fantastic opportunity to meet new
people and not only rewarding for the
community and the environment, but
for you too!
To find out more contact us at
info@wintonwetlands.org.au or pop into
the Mokoan Hub & Café.

The playground is designed to activate
the imagination of children of all ages,
incorporating native fauna into the
equipment and providing opportunities for
play and creativity.
The Hub is already a great place for
locals and visitors to meet, relax and
celebrate — the new playground adds to this
by offering, with the use of recycled timber,
bark and stone blending perfectly with the
natural environment.

MOKOAN HUB & CAFÉ

HURRAH FOR HUME

‘I SAW THAT’ PROJECT

The staff at the Mokoan Hub & Café
have powered through the busy
Winter season and are raring to go for
Spring — especially after the installation
of new kitchen equipment! Keep your
eyes peeled for delicious new menu
items and revel in our house favourites.

The Department of Environment, Land,
Water & Planning invited the community
to the Mokoan Hub & Café to celebrate
the range of biodiversity projects being
delivered across the Hume Region
through their funding initiatives.

Our citizen science project ‘I Saw That’
aims to collect data from the general
public on wildlife and/or plants species
at the Winton Wetlands to add to our
species record.

The Mokoan Hub & Café is the perfect
venue for all of your events, offering the
ideal space and in-house catering — the
options are endless!

The event includes feature talks and
workshops examining the role of nature
and ecosystem restoration in providing
opportunities for recreation, volunteering
in restoration projects and citizen
science, as well as the impacts these can
have on wellbeing, health and mental
health of participants.
For more information or to register visit:
www.wintonwetlands.org.au

Over the last few years, DEWLP has
funded a wide variety of community
and agency-led projects supporting
biodiversity actions within the region.
This event was an opportunity to toast
to the successes of Victorian’s valuing
nature, as well as connecting people
across the region to share stories of what
happened, what’s been learnt and what
happens next.

Established under the Atlas of Living
Australia, ‘I Saw That’ it will allow people
to record a sighting or observation of
animals and plants on the site.
You need to login to record a sighting or
record of a species. bit.ly/2SefG3y

INCREASING BIODIVERSITY

The team of staff and volunteers at Winton Wetlands have been working towards
natural habitat renewal and recently, two major species, the Squirrel Glider and the
Rakali, have been sighted at Winton Wetlands proving the continuing success of the
team’s restoration efforts.
In the onsite woodlands, nest boxes are benefiting the population of Squirrel Gliders
and therefore increase the area’s biodiversity.
Likewise, the improvements of habitats at the Mokoan Ponds in terms of aquatic
vegetation, carp control and woody debris has meant another species can thrive,
the Murray Cod.
Having rediscovered the species onsite in the past few years, we are proud to have
evidence of prolific breeding and a healthy juvenile survival rate.

OUR PEOPLE

NORM COOK

MATT ROBERTS

KATHERINE EATON

Born and bred in Benalla, Norm initially
worked with the State Rivers And
Water Supply Commission during the
development of Lake Mokoan from the
late 1960s.

Originally from the UK and a Mechanical
Design Engineer by profession, Matt is
a hugely passionate nature enthusiast,
now residing on the doorstep of
Winton Wetlands.

Retiring after many years in State and
Local Government, Norm now enjoys
volunteering at the Wetlands seeing the
transformation back to a more natural
environment. As a Visitation Ambassador,
he enjoys the interaction with the wetland
visitors and staff, bringing some local
knowledge to the story of the site.

Matt’s interest in wildlife spans from the
largest mammals to the tiniest bugs,
and as a Divemaster he spends as much
time as possible exploring nature both in
and out of water. This has lead him to try
to live a minimal environmental impact
lifestyle including reducing, reusing,
recycling wherever possible.

Besides the Wetlands, Norm spends his
retirement with his wife, Barb — travelling,
cruising and being involved with family,
especially enjoying their 5 grand children.
Other interests include golf, website
management, photography and life!

As the President of the Friends of
Winton Wetlands, Matt is keen to instil
a similar love for wildlife within the
local community and to help educate
the importance of protecting our
fragile environment.

Raised amongst the Mountain Ash in
Powelltown, Katherine’s love for nature
was inspired by her surroundings and
her father’s work as a Forester. Katherine
graduated with a Fine Art Degree in
Bendigo and weaves her passion for
Australian flora and fauna, especially
endangered species, in her art. Largely
inspired by nature, Katherine loves walks
in a natural environment and enjoys her
work as a volunteer with the Friends of
Winton Wetlands where she has had
‘amazing experiences’, notably those
concerning animal conservation.

The biggest teacher for us all is nature,
so the involvement in the wetlands
provides a great interest for Norm and
allows him to put something back into
our environment.

www.wintonwetlands.org.au
652 Lake Mokoan Road, Chesney Vale VIC 3725
Contact us:
info@wintonwetlands.org.au
facebook #wintonwetlands instagram @wintonwetlands
phone 03 5766 4462
Cafe Hours:
7 Days per week 9 am – 4 pm

Katherine also works in aged care and
children’s services, but is forever wishing
she was a Zoologist. ‘Nature, outdoors
and animals for me,’ she says.

